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PFLP: Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine

After Fatah, this was the next biggest Palestinian nationalist group in
the 1960s and 1970s

Founded by Palestinian Christian George Habash (pictured) in 1967

Inspired by Latin American revolutionary ideology, especially Che
Guevara

Habash had previously founded the Arab Nationalist Movement
(ANM) in 1951, but in 1967 he focused on a more specifically
Palestinian nationalism

Similar to Fatah, PFLP was a non-religious, secular group
Eventually wanted to establish a Marxist state in Palestine
Strategy: armed struggle, especially attacks outside Israel to bring

global attention to the Palestine crisis

* In 1969, PFLP hijacked three planes and blew them up (without
passengers) in the Jordanian desert

* In September 1970, PFLP hijacked four planes and blew three of
them up (without passengers) at Dawson’s Field in Jordan
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+ Movement started among Palestinians in refugee camps in Egyptian-
controlled Gaza in 1950s. Why was Gaza controlled by Egypt at this time?

+ Inspired by the Algerian liberation movement

« Main founder was Yasser Arafat (pictured), alongside other Palestinians who
had attended university in Cairo, Egypt or Damascus, Syria

+ Formally established during a series of meetings in Kuwait in 1959

+ Became very popular among Palestinian refugees in refugee camps and
urban centres (eg. Amman, Jordan and Damascus)

« Specifically about Palestinian nationalism (not Arab nationalism)

* Anon-religious, secular movement (advocated the separation of state and
religion)

« Strategy: armed struggle especially guerrilla warfare to pressure Israel into
leaving the occupied territories

* Guerrilla warfare: when small groups use military tactics (eg.
raids/ambushes) to fight a larger military (eg. Israel)

* Fatah’s popularity was boosted by the Battle of Karameh in March 1968,
which was the Palestinians first victory over Israel on their own (without help
from Arab states)

+ Still one of the most popular Palestinian political parties in 2021
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PLO: Palestine Liberation Organisation

Although Fatah was established in 1959, in the early 1960s there was still
no recognised representative Palestinian body

To address this, Gamal Abdel Nasser of Egypt convened the first Arab
summit in 1964 in Cairo. The aim was to establish a recognised
representative Palestinian body

It was difficult to organise this, given the geographic dispersal of
Palestinians at this time

Eventually, the PLO was established as a recognised representative body of
the Palestinian people, with the motto ‘National Unity, Arab National
Mobilisation, and Liberation’

The aim of the PLO was to establish a Palestinian state across the whole of
Mandate Palestine

Strategy: armed struggle to achieve the liberation of Palestine from Israeli
aggression

Rather than thinking of the PLO as a rival to Fatah or PFLP, it’s best to think
of PLO as an umbrella organisation (Fatah joined the PLO in 1967, and has
mostly been the dominant party of the PLO ever since)

Since 1964, the PLO has been widely recognised as representative of the
Palestinian people. It has had observer status at the UN since 1974

observer status at the UN: the ability to participate in UN activities, but not to vote
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10b. Use this information to complete this table on
Palestinian nationalism in the 1960s and 1970s in your book:

Fatah

PFLP




